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 It keeps 

open the basic intellectual options. The explosive 
dynamism of the west, for better or worse, has not arisen from a 
totalising culture, but from a profoundly contested one. Other human 
cultures have been intensely uni�ed, and thus backward-looking.

Classical Greek science depended upon a changeless universe. It 
had to be permanent, since rational order was the very essence of 
it. Any appearance of change was only rotation.

But contemporary science turns upon indeterminacy, an open-ended, 
even chaotic, universe, triggered from the primal outburst. That has 
been established by the experimental method. Empiricism, as Galen 
said, was the practice in ‘the school of Moses and Christ.’ They put 

logical proof to the test of experience. Aristotle’s eternal universe was 
opened up by a literal reading of Genesis.

A uni�ed social order was required in a rational universe. The 
platonising ideals of the 19th Century (Nietzsche’s ‘superman’, 
Marx and Freud) were denounced by Karl Popper in the name of the 
open society. The seeds of that lie in the biblical revelation, to each 
of us our own vocation, and the onus of choice.

At the individual level the classical ideal was balance. Error was 
controlled by the ethical mean. Emotional detachment (apathy) was 
essential. Cruelty and pity alike were vices of the soul, entangling 
us in someone else’s problem. But we now look for the passionate, 
open heart that shares in the pain. It is the moral legacy of the 
passion of Christ.

Such are the perspectives in the history of culture. A confessional 
community within the university keeps open access to its primary 
sources. It helps us reactivate the options we know are vital for us all.

Yours sincerely, 
E.A. Judge – Emeritus Professor of History
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Brazilian international student Nicole Nasr 
was elected Vice President of the RMC 
Student Association early this year. One of 
her �rst initiatives was to establish a new 
committee, the Sustainability, Volunteering 
and Fundraising Committee, or SVF 
for short. The committee aims to raise 
awareness of global issues and promote 
sustainable living. It plans to organise 
events, to advertise opportunities to attend 
seminars and to engage in volunteering, 
and to hold a public forum at RMC. The 
committee is headed by Nicole and Rachael 
Grassy but has already expanded to ten core 
members. The �rst major SVF event was 
an end of semester ‘Op Shop’ which sold 

second-hand and donated items from the 
RMC community and retailers on campus. 
The event opened with a fashion parade 
showcasing the recycled clothing on offer 
and the event raised $420 in total.

The administration of the College will work 
in partnership with SVF to further develop 
RMC’s sustainability. RMC has a program to 
reduce the rate of energy consumption which 
has already had a notable effect since 2008 
(see graph below). The introduction of Heat 
Pump hot water tanks and instantaneous 
gas water heating systems has made a 
signi�cant impact as has the introduction of 
low energy light globes including LEDs and 

water-saving shower heads. All paper used 
in the College is recycled as are plastics and 
metal cans. 

The new building will be a major step  
forward in the College’s overall sustainability. 
It has been designed for optimal thermal 
regulation and will incorporate passive 
solar principles. It has gas hot water and 
features a 100,000L rainwater retention 
tank for use on the grounds. This approach 
to sustainability, which is driven by 
the leadership of both members and 
management, promises to deliver ongoing 
progress in this important pursuit.
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While Ashley Knighton put in a solid performance on RMC’s Soccer Team in the latest round of 
Inter-College Sport, he’d much prefer to be sailing over a liquid sporting arena. Ash has recently 
been accepted into the Macquarie University Elite Athlete Program in recognition of his signi�cant 
achievements in competitive sailing. His greatest achievement was taking out �rst place in the NSW 
Youth State Championships though he says that for him personally, having the opportunity to compete 
at the Sailing World Cup in Melbourne last year was a greater highlight.

Ash has been sailing for seven years since his father introduced the sport to him. He loves the 
challenge of doing a sport in which it is hard to excel, though he also just loves water sports in 
general, which is perhaps a product of his upbringing in Nords Wharf, on the southern end of  
Lake Macquarie near Newcastle. 

In the next twelve months, Ash will be competing in a variety of state, national and international 
events in preparation for the “29er Worlds” in Germany next year. Long term he hopes to step into 
the Olympic 49er class and compete in further international events around the world including the  
Pre-Olympic quali�cation events.

RMC is privileged to be able to support athletes such as Ash as they pursue their sporting ambitions 
along with their academic pursuits. He has enjoyed his time with us too, saying , ‡�����
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NSW; studying Ancient History.
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‚������—���� From Armidale, 
NSW; studying Politics and 
Modern History; RMCSA 
President; RMC Academic Tutor
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‚���������� From Hong Kong; studying 
Actuarial Studies; RMC Academic Tutor.
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���������� From Tamworth, NSW;  
studying Media Studies.
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���������������� From Oak Flats, NSW; 
studying Speech Pathology; RMC Academic 
Tutor
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Macquarie University is a place of growth; 
a place of learning and opportunity; a place 
that challenges and inspires. 

Firstly, Macquarie 
University is a place 
of growth. As we 
all re�ect on our 
time at Macquarie 
University it is 
clear that we have 
all experienced 
individual growth 

and character development. My �rst 
encounter of Macquarie University was 
through Robert Menzies residential college. 
As a country kid where every activity or 
event was 5-10 minutes away and most of 
the community knew who you were, the 
transition to University naturally presented 
many new challenges. However, this time 
was made easy for me through the support 
and encouragement provided by Robert 
Menzies College. RMC introduced me to 
many international cultures, stimulated my 
academic interests and taught me how to 
balance the competing priorities of life. 

My three years living at RMC richly added 
to my University experience.

Secondly, Macquarie University is a 
place of learning and opportunity…After 
having the opportunity to study a couple 
of demography units, the subject of 
population, its growth and decline and the 
impact it has on the public and private 
sector had stimulated my interest. I began 
learning about a whole world of knowledge 
that I had not been exposed to before. 
Whether it be demography or any other 
subject, our time at Macquarie University 
has been one of discovery and learning. 

Thirdly, Macquarie University is a place that 
has challenged and inspired us. As a man 
of Christian faith I am inspired by the words 
in Proverbs 31:8-9: ‘Speak up for those who 
cannot speak for themselves, for the rights 
of all who are destitute. Speak up and 
judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor 
and needy’. These biblical words motivate 
me to take action. Macquarie University 
and its Volunteers Abroad program 
provided me with the ability to take action 
in the Philippines in 2007. Our Macquarie 
team partnered with Habitat for Humanity, 
assisting with a building project in central 
Manila. Each day primarily consisted of 
moving bricks from the ground to the third 
�oor; we would pass each brick along a 
human chain that went up scaffolding. 

It was hot and heavy work but great fun! 
During our lunch break we would walk 
into the neighbouring community slum 
and play a game of basketball against the 
locals…It was after one of these games 
that I had one of those moments that you 
never forget; one would say a life-de�ning 
moment. We all went and grabbed our 
drink bottles, downing every last drop. 
In the meantime I was watching one of 
the Filipinos; he grabbed a little tin can, 
scooped down and drew his water from a 
puddle caused by yesterday’s downpour. It 
was in that moment that I saw how vastly 
different this guy’s life was to mine. Poverty 
was all encompassing, affecting every 
aspect of this guy’s life…it does not need 
to be this way. Macquarie University has 
challenged and inspired me. Has it done 
the same for you?

As we experience the successes, triumphs 
and opportunities that a business career 
will bring, let us not forget about those less 
fortunate in society. Through advocacy, 
�nancial support and use of our time we 
can make a life-changing impact. Let us 
be people who put others before ourselves. 
Macquarie University has inspired and 
challenged us; we need to be the people 
who make a difference! 

As United Nations Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-Moon stated, ‘Together we want to help 
the world see and believe in a better future’.
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Congratulations Jason 
Lee! Jason was at 
RMC 2003-2007 and 
is now engaged to 
Maria Chua, who he 
met whilst working 
in Singapore in 2008. Jason is currently 
studying at Sydney Missionary Bible 
College and is a Student Pastor at Trinity 
Chapel Macquarie.

Congratulations Alex 
Thompson and Liz  
Carr! Alex and Liz were 
both members of RMC 

(2007-2010 & 2009 respectively) and will 
be tying the knot in December this year.

��������
Jono Green (RMC 2007) 
married Laura Meredith 
on 4 December 2009. 
Whilst it’s taken a while 
for us to see the picture, 
we still think it’s worth it!

‰�����
Congratulations to Mary Ayad (RMC 2008-
2009) on being awarded the International 
Arbitration Prize by The International 
Centre for Arbitration, Mediation and 
Negotiation. Mary 
is currently a PhD 
Candidate in the 
Department of Business 
Law at Macquarie 
University.
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The current RMC Dean 
of Students, Paul 
Yeates, and his wife 
Nicole (Female SRT 
2007-2008) welcomed 
Ethan Joshua Yeates 
into their family on  
23 March 2011.

Rachel Freestone (previously Rachel 
Ash) was at RMC 2003-2006. She and her 
husband Rob have 
welcomed Mia 
Louise Freestone 
into their family on 
8 May 2011.
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International Night was once again a huge hit 
– the food, the dancing & costume
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Dear RMC Alumni and Friends

In this issue we are combining further information on Growing RMC, the RMC New Building 
Fund Raising Campaign and the 5th Annual Master’s Bursary Appeal. This is not a competition 
between support for people or property! They are both all about people. The reason for 
Growing RMC is to enlarge and diversify what we can do to enrich the university and life 
experience of our College community from a sustainable platform. The Bursary Fund has 
contributed to scholarship support for 75 members in the past year. My special thanks to  
those members who have supported the previous annual appeals.

Growing RMC is a big challenge. We need the support of every alumnus and every friend.  
I am asking you to be enormously generous, consistent with your means. Every new room,  
and there are 102 of them, needs a 1-hour fire rated door that costs $800. Within RMC Now  
we have included other cost examples. Please take a look and think about how you can partner 
with the students of today and tomorrow through this campaign. Every gift from $2 will be 
valued and tax deductible. Could you give me a warm personal introduction to someone you 
know well who could be interested in supporting our campaign?

Finally, let me ask you for your prayers – for safe and timely construction of the new N and S 
blocks, for College members studying hard for end of semester exams, recruitment of new 
members for 2012 and the success of Growing RMC and Bursary Appeal.

Thank you

 
Professor Chris Bellenger
Master

From the Master
1st Place to Vanessa Nicolier -  

Chalk Graffiti Competition

Commencement Dinner 2011 – the first to 
have all members in academic gowns

Members in Costume  
for O-Week fun

1st Place – RMC Photography Competition; 
Fruit Loops by Marcel Pranoto

Ballroom Dancing

R/U – RMC Photography 
Competition; Huddle by 

Budi Kristianto

The Master with  
Site Manager John Kidner

The construction of a new four level, 102 room building is well underway at RMC. All rooms in the new building will have ensuites and half will 
be self-catered with a new Conference Centre included. The title of the fundraising campaign, “Growing RMC”, reflects the aim of this project to 
expand the opportunity for the College to provide students with a well-rounded university experience. Here’s a glimpse of the progress so far:

The first reservation

Kiri Mealings has been at RMC since 2008 and was the very first 
person to reserve a room in the new “N” Block. She says,  
“�RMC has been such an amazing place for me to live. Apart 
from its convenience, it has provided me with much support 
after moving away from home for the first time and has been a 
great opportunity to meet many people from different places. 
Moving into the new self-catered block seemed like a logical 
progression for me as I continue to study at a higher level as 
it gives me a bit more independence whilst still being able to 
be a part of the community that I love. I certainly encourage 
people to support this exciting building project.”

To give more students these opportunities, donate today to this 
project by filling out the enclosed form and returning it using the 
Reply Paid envelop or visit www.rmc.org.au/growingrmc

What could my donation buy?

The fundraising target for Growing RMC is $4.5 million. Every 
donation will help us achieve this goal. Here is a table to give you an 
idea of the costs involved and what your donation could help with.

Bed: whilst it’s not just about beds, they are important.......$300

Desk: we accommodate students after all...........................$300

Window: sunny rooms and fresh air.....................................$450

Door: it meets fire safety standards –  
we need to protect our members..........................................$800

Room fit-out: that’s everything inside the four walls...........$2000

Lounge area fit-out: where our students can take  
study breaks and build relationships.....................................$5000

One room in total: including the bricks and everything  
in between..............................................................................$94 400

For any enquiries, or to take a tour of the new building site, email growingrmc@rmc.nsw.edu.au

In April the foundations of the 
new “N” and “S” blocks began 
to take shape. In addition, a 
100,000L capacity retention 
tank was built. This will collect 
rainwater from the roof that  
will be used to sustainably 
irrigate the College grounds.

The builders wasted no time and 
the very next day the Master’s 
fence was “relocated”. The rest 
of March was spent excavating 
and drilling large holes for the 
foundation’s pillars.

 
In May the building began 
to rise out of the ground 
and offer a glimpse of 
the building that will 
be. An extremely large 
concrete pump managed 
to negotiate the College 
driveway.

 Home for an expanding 
living-learning community

On Thursday 3 March 2011, a Turning of the First Sod ceremony 
signified the commencement of construction of the new building. 
In attendance were Mr Victor Dominello MP, Cr Ivan Petch 
(Deputy Mayor of Ryde), Dr Peter Dodd (Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
of Macquarie University) and Bishop Paul Barnett. Mr Dominello 
spoke about the need for additional student accommodation in 
the area, expressed his pleasure to be at the start of the project, 
and congratulated the College on its aim to provide students with 
a quality residential experience. As pictured, even the Office staff 
helped with turning the first sod.
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